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Identifying information: I am reviewing Dave’s ESL Café at http://www.eslcafe.com/ Its stated purpose is to help both teachers and students. There is no cost to use this site, which is updated constantly.

I am not very familiar with Dave’s ESL café, although I did go there once to look up lesson plans for a question this semester in this class. I knew about the title of it, because another website said it was a good site, but I haven’t been able to really explore it and see what it has to offer until now. I’m really glad I had the chance to see what Dave has to offer.

Overview: I am amazed at the breadth of this site. It includes a job forum, quizzes, and a bookstore featuring the Alta Books’ online site. I know I will be exploring this site to learn more about the job situation in other countries, especially in India and China. I think that the “quizzes” area will be very useful for me as a teacher later on, when I have ESL students in my classes. The site is divided into three sections, “Stuff for Teachers”, “Stuff for Students”, and “Stuff for Everyone”. :When you click on the subject line, it expands into categories, allowing for a clean, uncluttered look for the main index home page of the site. The “Stuff for Teachers” includes a job area and lesson plan ideas, the “Stuff for Students” includes a handy “Help Center” and the Quiz area, and the “Stuff for Everyone” has a handy “Today in History” area and Dave’s photo area, where teachers and students can explore Dave’s photos of his family and vacation trips. There’s also a Chat area where everyone registers before using it. I saw that there were 10 people there when I checked the site.

Usefulness: The “quizzes” area is very useful, because it is interactive, and allows students to take quizzes on a variety of subjects. There is also a place to post a job ad, which costs $75.00 for the smallest size ad (for employers). There are many ads online which are free for job applicants, and include links for applicants to reply to ads. I know I will explore there to see what kind of jobs are available out there in the world. Dave Sperling has been creating this site since 1995. He does most of it himself, and is quite well-known among ESL teachers. There are great Teacher Forums here an and ESL slang page where students can learn slang vocabulary and word meanings.

Usability: I found it very easy to navigate on this site. I went to the “FAQ” and found out about Dave Sperling and his background and education. I checked out the Job Boards, and went to The Bookstore, the International Jobs Boards, and Teacher Forums too. I found out about free teacher websites you can get at www.classnotesonline.com and  www.schoolrack.com. What a great resource. I can’t wait to explore it even more. It doesn’t get much better than having real teachers talk to each other about what works for them, and what sites and methods are the best for teachers to use.

Related sites: I have not found a single site that is as big and useful as this site. I think that Dave was right, this site truly fulfilled a great need. Perhaps there is a site out there that is as helpful as this one – but I have not found it yet. Maybe it’s here as a link on Dave’s site.

Opinion/:Wrap-up: I think every teacher, not just ESL teachers, should check out this site. A teacher never knows what students will be in his or her class, and chances are that he or she will be teaching a class with ESL students who need some of the lessons or advice on this website. This site is useful for teachers and students, and Dave really believes in helping both. 

His ESL web guide (on the site at http://www.eslcafe.com/search/index.html) has many resources for teachers, such as Encyclopedias and Literacy, Teacher Training and even more quizzes (which is great for any English teacher). Dave’s ESL Café is organized and very helpful for everybody – teachers, students, and anyone who really wants to learn about many subjects.

