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Hello. Thanks for downloading this ebook. I hope you find it very helpful. It is available for a limited time only. Later, I will be offering this ebook for a small fee.

First of all, let me introduce myself. My name is Elizabeth Sheppard. I am a writer, a poet, a photographer, and an artist, among other things. 

I have used many different kinds of clip art in my career, and have logged countless hours researching the best free sites to use for different kinds of projects using clip art and/or photographs and drawings. I have a website and love to buy and sell on Ebay and Amazon.

I pay a monthly fee to put my websites, http://www.betsyanne.com and http://www.nontradstudents online.

I definitely do NOT want to pay an additional  monthly fee to download artwork, background textures, or photos – fonts or sound effects either, for that matter.

I say, why pay a monthly fee when you can get good, quality art and photos for FREE right now, on the internet?

I know some of you have been to some of the low-quality artwork sites on the internet before. 

These sites lure you in only to make you pay a monthly fee or a high price for their artwork or photos. Plus, they have blinking lights, too many ads, and you click around forever just trying to find what you want. Plus, even when you find a site, sometimes the images just aren’t what you need.

Well, you don’t have to do that anymore, or use those pay sites either, if you don’t want to.

In this ebook I am going to let you in on some of the best free art and photo sites available online, and let you know how to navigate them to find what you want online.

MY BACKGROUND

I have been looking up art and photo sites for years at home and at work. I have worked at many printing companies. In fact, I have used everything from a Compugraphic system to the newest Mac computers to set up all kinds of printing jobs. I used commercial artwork, logos, and photos in my daily job.

I have also designed several websites, a few of which are listed at the end of this ebook.

WHY GOOD ARTWORK IS NEEDED

Some printers and designers use Corel programs, some use Adobe programs, and there are other good programs such as Freehand that people swear by. Some of these programs came with some good photos, art and clipart in their packages. But often artists need more in order to add interest to their work. 

Good artwork or photos lends that “pizzazz” that makes such a difference in many jobs.

THE LIMITATIONS OF COMMERCIAL ARTWORK

Artwork, clipart, or photos that are included in graphic arts packages or software can be of very good quality, but are limited and can become dated, especially when a person or company simply can’t afford to buy the whole collection, or when updates aren’t practical.

Each company I worked for had some sources for good clip art and logo helpers in their professional software. Sometimes these helped, and sometimes not.

Sometimes I had to draw or make my own artwork. Other times, I combined artwork with the help of computer programs like Photoshop or Corel Draw. This took extra time. 

For the sake of speed and quality, I often used commercial art source books. These books were limited, though, and often did not have what I needed for certain projects.

The companies that published those books, and others, are sometimes found online today, offering artwork for a fee or a membership. 

MOST COMMERCIAL ARTWORK IS EXPENSIVE

Most commercial art companies, or professional photographers,  can charge a good price (sometimes $9.00, $20.00, or a lot more) for every logo, piece of artwork, or photo. 

A really nice, copyrighted commercial piece of art or a great photograph can be pricey – and well worth it. 

WHY I DON’T PAY FOR ART OR PHOTOS

I now work for myself. I don’t have a lot of extra money. For me, it is practical to find FREE art and photo sites. 

They sure work on my budget!

A WORD ABOUT COPYRIGHT

I am always careful to make sure that the artwork or photos that I use from the internet are okay for me to use. 

Later in this ebook, I will explain about copyright and use of artwork and photos, so that you also will know what to look for, and how to follow the law in your art and photo use.

THE BEST SITES – AND CLICKABLE LINKS FOR YOU

I am now almost ready to list the best free sites that I have found so far. Before I do, it’s important to read these handy hints.

FIVE HANDY TIPS TO READ BEFORE DOWNLOADING  ART OR PHOTOS FROM THE INTERNET:

1. Always check out every FAQ (Frequently Asked Questions) page on each art or photo web page. Be sure that you are following the rules for each web page. 

2. Know each web page’s policy when it comes to using their artwork. Some sites listed here are free, but only for personal use. Other websites allow you to use all of the images commercially as well. If a website is offering public domain art, they may or may not have a copyright on the artwork. Just check this out on the FAQ as well.

3. Be aware that some sites have both free and pay areas. You may migrate to another area without knowing it on the very same website. On some websites, you can make one mistaken click and be on a pay area. Be sure to check which area of the site (the free or the pay area) you are in before you download artwork or photos. Don’t worry, though, you won’t have to pay until you OK each purchase, if you want to purchase art or photos.

4. Know where you are going to download. Most sites allow you to pick where your artwork will wind up on your computer. I find it easiest to put all my art or ebook downloads on the computer’s desktop. You may find your art folder handiest. 


It is totally up to you where you put your downloaded artwork. Some computers, 
programs, or web browsers have 
a “preferences” folder where you can send your art or 
photos automatically. You need to have this information furnished before you download.

5. Check out all the information about copyright (below) and on the web. This will help you only download art, information, books, or photos that are legal for you to use.

HOW TO GET TO EACH SITE:

Just click on each blue link to go to each website. The art and photo sites are listed starting at “AAA-GENERAL CLIPART,” below.  Just look for the red title.

<For computer beginners: run your mouse over the link and your computer mouse will turn into a hand shape. That will show you that your computer is ready to take you to each site.>

Check out the sites and see which ones will become your favorites. Make sure that you have PDF Reader already installed on your computer. 

If you do not have PDF Reader, you can go here to download it on to your hard drive.
AAA-GENERAL CLIPART:

Microsoft’s Clipart pages
Wow. Microsoft’s clipart pages definitely are a major resource. I have found SO many great images here. Microsoft does have links to some pay areas where you can find other types of artwork, too, but the clipart pages are FREE.

Just browse the clipart or search using keywords such as “shoes” or “people” to find hundreds of great FREE artwork to use on your projects.

You can also download sounds on these pages, along with clipart that moves. The art on these pages come in both one color and multi-color.

FREE Avery Clip Art collection online:
The Avery site, which is a commercial site, doesn’t just have templates for their famous stickers and labels. They also have free templates for folders and other art. This is a great place to explore.

Public Domain Media links
This nice website designed by 4J Library Coordinator Sheryl Steinke has text, audio, video and graphic sites all in an easy-to-read chart that helps you find just what you need.

Cool dark and scary clipart
I would say to use this collection for Halloween or just plain scary websites or copy. 

The art includes skeletons that move, scary flashy faces, eyes that blink in the dark, and more. One skeleton gives people “the finger” – so watch where you use that!

Kelta Free Clipart
This clipart is for personal use only. There are 25 different categories, and at least one page of artwork for each in a fairly big size. I find this a very useful site.

Noetic Art
The art here is copyrighted, but is still available for people to use. He has drawn this art himself, and he is talented. I can’t wait to explore this site further for the next edition.

CoolClips:
Screen resolution images are available here. However, if you want to distribute the images, change them, or use them for a for-profit site, you must email the site owner to get an okay because they own the copyright.

Here is what the site says:

“All media previews displayed at CoolClips.com are avaliable as "screen resolution" royalty free, and are for your personal enjoyment. The images included here, and derivative images from them, are not public domain, and cannot be redistributed without the written permission of the publisher. Downloading and/or use of the images will signify acceptance of this Agreement.

Hi resolution images may be available from the Publishers which might be more suitable for important projects.”

The clipart has “nvtech.com” on the bottom of each picture. I went to check out that site, and found that pay collections of artwork are available there.

One use of these images might be for a personal one-time student project or to spice up a personal email.

GRSites site
Absolute web graphics allows visitors to pay only $7.96 to download all the art, sound effects, fonts, and backgrounds on the site. Single art pieces (one download per item) are free.

This site features mostly background textures, but does have some cute SciFi clipart, too.

In addition, they offer what they call “the largest collection of free sound effects on the internet” with 1,980 different downloadable sounds.

Also, they have FREE downloadable truetype fonts available for download. If you wish to download individual fonts, you must click on the font picture to go to the download page.

You will have to deal with a popup that arrives behind this page, but a simple click on the closing “x” of the window will close it.

With all of the free, valuable downloadable things on this site, it is well worth closing a popup to go here.

ANTIQUE AND HISTORIC CLIPART

Heraldry Clipart
Use this site to help make your family coat of arms, download medieval art, or go to other sites using their links page. Warning: some links here are not available and need to be updated.

Free vintage graphics
This site offers free graphics taken from vintage newspapers. There are not many of them, but they are unique and good to use if you own an antique store or write about antiques.

Importantly, there is a link from here to go to another site that has antique and vintage newspapers online called The Olden Times. Here you can find scans of old newspaper articles and scans. When I get time, I want to look at more interesting old articles here. 

If you love history as much as I do, you will appreciate that this site lets you look at history up close for free. There are loads of clickable files to explore here, too.

Civil War Clipart Gallery
The Civil War Clipart Gallery allows you to use their artwork for free, but if you use them on your website, they require a link back to them saying where you downloaded the art. Some of the art here is color and some is black and white. The quality varies. They also have links to more sources of art and photos.

Victorian clipart 

This artwork is also FREE  for business and personal use. It is one of my favorites because I use the hand clipart on several web pages. I like the way the artist has updated the images with color and textures. This is an unusual site, and I don’t see a lot of these images being used elsewhere.

They have an “hourly prize” advertisement at the top of this website that sometimes appears when you access the site, but it is generally easy to use and has more than a few pieces of art.

Antique Clipart
From the website:

“Browse one of the largest free Public Domain archives of Victorian, and Edwardian era clipart on the Internet! Containing 1042 clipart images of People, Flowers, Animals and more! These clipart images are ALL from vintage sources, and have been scanned, restored, and placed into the Public Domain by AntiqueClipart.com.”

The Antique Clip Art site features small sizes of artwork, which are free. If you wish to use a larger version, you must pay to purchase it. 

I find that the smaller versions of the art work fine for the internet or for most uses. Somebody who wanted to print very detailed copies of these may opt to buy the higher-resolution copies.

The designer of this site is a freelance web designer, and offers services on this site. Also, free design hints and psp help is offered here.

There are some wonderful old images here.

Grandma’s Graphics 

This site features vintage graphics and clipart that is FREE for low-resolution versions of the artwork. This artwork looks like it is taken from books, and includes many book illustrations, some of them famous, like Sir John Tenniel’s “Alice in Wonderland” drawings.

Among other free things, Grandma’s site includes FREE avatars, coloring pages, and really cute mouse borders that you can use for letterheads.

Her  virtual store is now at the Second Life website. Her store names are listed on the index, or main page at the Grandma’s Graphics website.

CELTIC CLIPART

Free Celtic Clipart from Ireland
The author of this site, and artist for many of the images, Howard Oliver, states that his images are available to use for FREE on any non-commercial websites with a link back to his page.

People who want to use his artwork commercially are asked to email him with details.

Howard Oliver’s artwork is unique, crisp, clean, and some looks 3-D. The background of his first page has a multi-textured look.

Additional celtic clipart resources are found on his celtic links page.

Webpage sets, backgrounds, dividers, etc. for web pages are available here, plus arrows, buttons, shields, and more.

EDUCATIONAL CLIPART

Pics For Learning
This is another free clipart site geared towards educational use. You may very well find some things here to use, even if you aren’t a teacher.

Many different people have donated copyright-free images and photos here for people to use. I especially think that the nature photographs here are great. The site also offers fractal squares, U.S. State photos, and an A-Z index on the home page to help you find what you need.

As a bonus, Pics for Learning also has some free lessons plans on the site donated by teachers.

Classroom Clipart
This site just keeps getting better.

That being said, make sure your popup blocker is working when you go here. This site offers some good, free artwork, but it has some annoying ads. 

Some of the art, offered for FREE download, is of really good size. The copyright writing on the photos is not too large, and this site has updated recently, added even more art, and now has some really nice nature photos.

On the left side of the site is a “members sign-up.” You do not have to sign up or pay money to access the artwork on this site. Becoming a member just ensures that you will not have to deal with the annoying ads on the site anymore. They also offer a place to store your artwork or photographs for easy access if you are a member and remove the copyright logo.

I would recommend definitely bookmarking this site if you are a teacher, and need interesting photos or art for your powerpoints.

PHOTOGRAPHS

PD Photo
PD stands for public domain. This site is FREE for non-commercial use. Do you need to use this art commercially? Just ask the artists for permission first. This may involve a fee. 

Also, be sure to read the disclaimer on the first page explaining what you need to do in order to use these photos, especially if you plan to use them commercially.

This site reminds me of the Morguefile site, which is my favorite. I have a blog so I use photos from here often and whenever I don’t have any handy of my own. Some day I hope to list my photos on one of these photo sites.

I think you’ll like PD Photo’s links page. They have many other sources there listed for public domain photos.

Imageafter.com
Imageafter’s site has FREE art for personal OR commercial use. 
Photographs here can be changed at will. The only thing you can’t do is use the pictures on another online resource site. 

They have a newsletter here, plus textures that you can use on websites or for your own art or project. Just click on the drop-down menus at the top of this site to go to any search area.

Morguefile
Morguefile is another FREE art site where VERY nice and professional-looking photos are used.

You can use these photos as needed, but just don’t compete with another free site using their images.

This is my favorite free photo site. I like it because each photographer has his or her own area where he or she can advertise their webpages and get feedback for his or her photos. Also, the photographers here come from all around the world, so you get images of many different areas.

I have used many photos from Morguefile on both my personal blog and the blog for non-traditional students. When I use a photo from this site, I like to give the photographer credit for the photo on the blog, plus I always email the person to let them know how his or her photo is being used.

The artists love to know that their photos are appreciated, and I believe that it’s a good payback for using their photos for free – more than a good deal for the person getting the FREE photo. 

Some photographers do not have websites, but a lot do. It is also fun to see the websites all the photographers have designed for themselves. 

I have also used photos from here as springboards for other ideas. I have taken the photos and added details, drawn designs on them, and cropped them. It’s great to know that you don’t have to be rich to have a great artist’s resource like Morguefile to use.

Free Foto
This site offers free photos for non-commercial sites. Students and teachers may also use the photos, but must give credit. 

Free Foto has an interesting photo tips page. I especially like the first suggestion, “take your camera with you.”

http://www.freefoto.com/index.jsp
ABOUT PUBLIC DOMAIN CLIPART, ART, AND PHOTOS

The best thing about public domain artwork and photos is that most of it can be used for any project. It can also be changed or redone. You can also use part of each image to make something new.

As a general definition, artwork in the public domain is more than 83 years old, and published before 1923. The original copyright holder(s) are gone, and/or they did not fill out the required paperwork to extend the original copyright. This art is now free for public use. 

Most public domain sites let you use the artwork for anything, and many give it away for free - - but make sure you check first to make sure that this is the story for each site you visit. 

Some sites have found public domain art and have published them with copyright. For this reason, you should read all the fine print on the site (FAQ’s, etc.) just in case, because as with most things, there are exceptions to the copyright rule.

If you live outside the U.S., you will need to find your country’s own copyright laws to make sure that you do not violate your country’s provisions. I have made some links below that can help explain the laws here in the United States.

The U.S. Government Archives

Public Domain images links
From princetonon.com. This site offers a good selection of public domain links.

Springfield Township’s Public Domain Links
This site features another quality list of mostly Public Domain images.

WSU’S Public Domain resources
http://www.publishing.wsu.edu/copyright/public%5Fdomain%5Fresources/

More Public Domain Images
Public Domain art from uni.edu
Wikipedia’s Public Domain links
RAILROAD CLIPART

Railroad clip art
http://www.ribbonrail.com/art/index.html

SCOUTING CLIPART

Acout Image clipart pages
Lots of FREE clipart for scouts.

Scouter Network clipart
MORE SITES TO EXPLORE:

Morguefile recommends the following pages:

http://www.imageafter.com/
http://www.openphoto.net/
http://www.sxc.hu/
http://ppdigital.com/
http://www.piotrpix/
Free images and textures:

http://www.bigfoto.com/
For more great freebies, visit 

TheFreeSite.com
A LITTLE ABOUT ART COPYRIGHT

People must be careful about not using books artwork on the internet that is copyrighted - - without the artist or author’s permission. They must be extra careful to only use artwork that is in the public domain or that the artist him or herself has OK’d for personal or commercial use - - or both.

WHAT IS COPYRIGHTED ON THE INTERNET?

In a word: everything. If in doubt, always assume that art, clipart, and written copy is all copyrighted. It does not need an official copyright “C” symbol to automatically have a copyright on it. 

In Edition two of this ebook, I may go more deeply into copyright law. It’s important to know though,  that using any artwork without the permission of the artist or author (if the art is not in the public domain) is not allowed. 

Here’s a little more about copyright:

Copyright on Wikipedia



You can learn even more at the Project Gutenberg website.

CAVEAT EMPTOR – downloader beware...

I do request that you double-check all of the sites listed in this ebook to make sure that the artwork is totally free and clear for you to use personally or commercially – or both. Usually, the site will announce its copyright policy.

All you need to do is read this and follow the site’s instructions.

The site may request that you only use the artwork for personal use (or on a personal website). They may change from a free to a pay site after time. That is another reason why it is important to always read the site guidelines for art and copy downloading. 

Some websites may allow you to use low-resolution (low-res) copies of their artwork, but charge for higher resolution images. 

Also, websites change from time to time. Be sure to read all the fine print on the websites to make sure you are downloading or using legal artwork or photos the way the artist or author wishes them used.

MORE ABOUT THE WEBSITES IN THIS EBOOK

At time of publication, all the websites in this ebook were up and running. They run the gamut from cartoon-ish clipart to very professional full-color photo sites. Some let you upload your own artwork or photographs to their site for others to use.

THE BEST FREE ART AND PHOTO SITES – Second Edition

I hope you have enjoyed my book, The Best Free Art and Photo sites, Second Edition.

I am already starting work on my next ebook, The Best Free Art and Photo sites, Third Edition. 

I plan to have more great sites, plus a section on free places online to keep your art and photos.

Do you have another site that you would like to add to the next Best Free Art and Photo Sites ebook? Do let me know about other great free or public domain sites by visiting my website (below) and sending me an email.

Thanks! I really appreciate it. 

Elizabeth Sheppard

http://www.betsyanne.com
My business pages
Another website I have created:

http://www.nontradstudents.com
For non-traditional students.

Readers of this ebook, I would appreciate it if you would please contact me with suggestions and information here. I want the 3rd edition of this ebook to be even better, and it can be, with your help.

This is the 2nd edition of this ebook, completely updated and revised.
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